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J us t before the thinning of the attack on South Korea in June 1950, the North 
Korean f'ovsrara-nt had mobilised and had mder military control approximately ten 
mi"i lion" per son?,,* All men and women from 13 to b$ were given military train- 
inn and received military certificates; person odtwoen h> and. oO were mobilised 
for work in mires and munition plants; and persons over 60 were to serve in leca- 
sell -defense wits detailed to handle inspection of highway travel, 

rath such general mobilisation, farming in Ilorth Korea suffered, since the farm- 
era were too busily engaged in military duties to be able to do their com work,, 

The v/om“n left *-n the villages would have continued with the iaaa wit s but they 
were .mobilised for -weaving cotton cloth, and all men remaining at home ’were re- 
quired to make a pair of straw sandals each day,. 

Tho farm situation deteriorated again because of the drought which occurred 
mid-summer, Y/ibh the drought, the damage from military attacks, and the delib- 
erate devastation caused by the retreating Ilorth Korean troops, much oi the _ 
farmland has reverted to valderncss, Production for the 1950 harvest was barely 
thirty percent of average, and the food shortage for the winter is expected to 
be acute.. 

In the 7/onsan urea, the farm population at first felt that the South Korean forces 
would immediately drive back and annihilate the Ilorth Korean ary, ^ ^ 
discouraged when North Korean leaders streamed south after the f al ■ ’f oeou*. but 
regained "hope with the entry of Oil forces into the north, ^Miabitants of tne area 
felt that the IN would assist them agalnfefc the threat of famine,** 
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■■Kommont.v This number seems rather large, but it presumably includes 
a^^ersoS^Tn self-defense units, military manufacturing installations, 
and related production. 

How much of this attitude was dependent- upon continued UK 
siccilrin the north is net indicated,, The lYonsan area has net been pre- 
viously reported as noticeably anti-Ooasnrur.ist and would appear f . from 

this'" sthdr rent, to be rather opportunist than firmly attached to the UH« 


CL O SSIF ICATION 

I H i NSR S '~J~ f 

T TTii " s ] 


EpDKMT IAJL, 

Istribution’ 


CONFIDENTIAL 


| j CIN C 


This document is hereby regraded to 
CONFIDENTIAL in accordance with the 
letter of 16 October 1978 from the <* 

Director of Central Intelligence to the \ 

Archivist of the United States. 

tp^KOueidv'FiHteRetoaase 2001/03/05 : CIA-RD 


G£ MkA VPHIljj 
Id T# CINCW 


Document 





)7200§l 8 - 





